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A New Polity under an Old Mandate?:
The Zhou-oriented Vision and Practical
Dilemmas in the Qunshu zhiyao’s Selection of

Han—Jin Historical Discourses

Tan Xun

PhD Student, Department of Chinese Literature, National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

This article examines the Qunshu zhiyao’s selection of Han—Jin historical
discourses on “fengjian” enfeoffment and corporal punishment, and compares them
with political practice during the Zhenguan reign. It argues that the work reveals
an early Tang aspiration to take Zhou institutions as a normative model, while also
exposing the limits of such classicizing ideals in actual governance.

On “fengjian”, the Qunshu zhiyao reflects critically on both Cao-Wei alienation
of imperial kinsmen and the excessive power of royal relatives under the Han and
Jin. It gives particular weight to Cao-Jiong’s continuation of Jia-Yi’s proposal to
“establish many feudal lords while reducing their power.” Yet Zhenguan attempts
to revive “fengjian” were soon abandoned, resulting instead in a compromise of
“enfeoffment without territorial establishment.” On corporal punishment, the text
tends to favor restoring the penal practices of the Three Dynasties, especially in
response to the absence of intermediate punishments. In practice, however, the brief

revival of foot-amputation was soon replaced by aggravated exile and penal servitude,
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creating a marked tension between theory and policy.

The article further notes that Wei-Zheng’s own memorials on “fengjian” diverge
from the Qunshu zhiyao's editorial tendency, suggesting that its chief editorship
deserves reconsideration. Overall, the work’s Zhou-oriented vision reflects the
Zhenguan court’s ambition to surpass the Han and Jin, even as its governance

remained indebted to Han—Jin institutional traditions.

Keywords:  Qunshu zhiyao, Zhenguan governance, institutional history, fengjian,

corporal punishment
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