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The Decapitated Doll: The Imagination of the
“Body-Corpse” in Contemporary Chinese

Detective Narratives

Zhan, Yu-Bing

Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature,

Fudan University

Abstract

This article takes the “dismembered body” plot device from the Japanese
mystery novel The Murder Case of Astrology Magic as a starting point to explore
its cross-cultural dissemination and localized adaptation in contemporary Chinese
mystery narratives. On the one hand, it points out that the appropriation of this device
in Young Justice Bao in the early 2000s was largely a superficial imitation, revealing
shortcomings such as dehistoricization and a lack of realism. On the other hand, using
recent examples like “Northeast Revival Art” and “Hong Kong crime stories,” it
discusses how “dismemberment,” as a criminal method and imaginative plot device
in mystery fiction, has evolved from a mere genre trope into a narrative form capable
of effectively conveying socio-historical trauma. Furthermore, it seeks to demonstrate
that, through the imagination of the “body-corpse,” contemporary Chinese mystery
literature possesses significant literary and cultural potential far beyond mere
“popular” and “entertainment” value, achieving an organic integration of genre

creation and social reflection.

Keywords: mystery fiction, The Murder Case of Astrology Magic, Young Justice
Bao, Northeast Revival Art, Port of Call, Chan, Ho-kei
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