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Within the Bureaucracy, Within the
Mountains, Within the Study:
National Affairs and Self-Accommodation
in Chen Zeng-shou’s Early Manchukuo-Era
Classical Poetry

Yin, Nuo

PhD Candidates, Department of Chinese Studies National University of Singapore

Abstract

An examination of Chen Zeng-shou’s diaries, poetry and poetic exchanges with
Manchu loyalists in the Beijing-Tianjin region during the early years of Manchukuo
reveals that the harsh environment stimulated his writing and that of some of his
contemporaries. The significance of classical poetry, in their hands, not only remained
undiminished but even increased, serving the dual purpose of witnessing state secrets
and providing solace for their personal lives. While his position as an “insider”
initially caused Chen Zeng-shou considerable anxiety, through the examples of Han
Kui and Chen Yuan-yi, this position was transformed in his poetry into a valuable
perspective for recording the situation in Manchukuo, with poetry becoming an
act of resistance against reality. Yet, the depravity and loneliness of Manchukuo
remained a source of suffering. Chen began consciously using poetry to “create”
seclusion, transforming his isolated existence in “a secluded mountain retreat” into
the idyllic setting of “mountain pleasures.” The poetic exchanges at the A-yu-wang

Temple during his return to Tianjin further utilized the unique form of classical poetic
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exchange to embody and solidify the bonds of friendship and the ideal of seclusion
among Chen and his peers. The inscriptions on the “Ji En Shi” (Memorial Hall of
Gratitude) further demonstrate the depth to which these loyalists used poetry to find
solace: originally intended to commemorate Pu Yi’s benevolence, the meaning of
the “Ji En Shi” gradually shifted in the poems of its contributors from “gratitude” to

“loyalty,” becoming a spiritual monument affirming the character of these loyalists.

Keywords: Chen Zeng-shou, Qing loyalists, Manchukuo, classical poetry
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