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Abstract

From 1955 to 1960, Pai Chiu, a poet of the Chinese generation who had made
his debut, and Lin Heng-tai, who had crossed the language gap and returned to the
poetry circle, engaged in a bidirectional relationship that Pai Chiu called “antagonistic
influence”. Influenced by Lin Heng-tai, Pai Chiu joined the “modernist movement”,
transitioning from a romantic lyric poet to a modernist. He echoed Lin Heng-tai’s
theory of semiotic poetry with his concrete poetry, but reduced to repeat it. Instead,
he attempted to construct a visual theory of poetry that takes “meaning” as the
superordinate concept and emphasizes both visuality and musicality. The duality,
chorus, and simultaneity of the poetic techniques in “Death of the Moth” might have
inspired Lin Heng-tai to write his famous work “Scenery” series. Through mutual
stimulation and dialogue, they jointly pushed Taiwanese concrete poetry, which began
in the 1950s, to a higher level. This paper will compare Pai Chiu’s concrete poetry
practice and his visual theory of poetry with Lin Heng-tai’s semiotic poetry and

theory, focusing on the anxiety of influence and generational differences, and attempt
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to explore the intersections, and mutual influences between the two poets in the

development of Taiwanese concrete poetry in the postwar period.

Keywords:  Pai Chiu, Lin Heng-tai, concrete poetry, visual theory of poetry, semiotic

theory of poetry, anxiety of influence, translingual generation
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