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Knowledge Transformation: Wang Yi-zhi
and Her Correspondence Course Textbooks

on Chinese Philology

Liu, Yi-Ling

Professor, Center for General Education, National Ilan University

Abstract

Wang Yi-zhi (1915-2014), originally named Wang Zhi-chen, was born in Tianjin
and raised in Beiping, relocating to Taiwan in 1949. Her brother was the renowned
writer Wang Lan, her brother-in-law was the scholar and founder of the Chinese
Literature and Arts Correspondence School, Li Chen-dong, and she maintained
close ties with writer Zhang Xiu-ya. A graduate of the Chinese Department at China
University in Beiping, Wang Yi-zhi was an intellectual elite of the Republican era.
She taught at Tianjin Women’s Normal College on the mainland and later at Fu
Jen Catholic University, National Chengchi University, and Chienkuo Technology
University in Taiwan, while also engaging in poetry and prose creation in her spare
time. With a solid foundation in classical Chinese and fluent writing, she received the
Sun Yat-sen Literary Award for Literary Theory.

Though not a specialist in Chinese philology and without notable monographs
in the field, Wang Yi-zhi compiled the correspondence textbook Introduction to
Chinese Philology, which provided accessible and engaging philological knowledge
for students of the “Military Literature Correspondence Course” and the “Wentan
Correspondence School” Chinese advanced program. This study explores how

Wang Yi-zhi, despite her non-specialist background, developed self-study materials
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and incorporated insights from prominent philologists, transforming complex
philological knowledge into an easily understandable form based on prior research.
Through methods such as historical contextualization, textual analysis, and content
comparison, this study examines Wang Yi-zhi’s condensed thought processes and
translation strategies in her correspondence courses, as well as the contributions and

limitations of her textbooks in popularizing Chinese philology.

Keywords:  Correspondence textbooks, Wang Yi-zhi, Hu Pu-an, Chinese philology,
Six Scripts
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