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A Supplementary Study on the Sources
of Guang Yan Yi Bian
—With a Discussion on the Composition of
the Ming Fiction Chao Cai Waizhuan
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Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Soochow University

Abstract

The major existing studies on the sources of Guang Yanyi Bian, compiled by
Wu Da-zhen, are Chen Bao-lin’s A Research of Guang Yan Yi Bian by Wu Da-Zhen
and Zhao Su-ren’s A Study of Yanyi Bian and Its Continuations. Among these, Chen
Bao-lin utilized the Shanghai Library edition to fill in missing or miscopied entries,
and, by comparing cross-references among sources, carefully assessed the possible
origins of each story. His research is highly detailed, yet regrettably, he did not mark
the sources for every single entry, leaving the overall picture of the work’s textual
origins somewhat incomplete. Zhao Su-ren’s ‘Appendix II: The Sources of the Stories
in Guang Yanyi Bian’ lists the provenance of each tale in detail, but does not appear
to have consulted Chen Bao-lin’s study, resulting in certain inconsistencies where
one identifies sources overlooked by the other. This is rather unfortunate. Building on
these two scholars’ research, this paper seeks to provide supplementary observations
by identifying additional sources not covered by them, and by locating relevant
materials in Jiliu Bian. On this basis, it further examines the origins of the tale Chao

Cai Waizhuan and highlights the distinctive method of textual recombination found in

- 68 -



- (BRBESY BB RRMAR— RRAME T (RRME) 24 -

Guang Yanyi Bian.

Keywords:  Wu Da-zhen, Guang Yan Yi Bian , textual sources, Jiliu Bian, Chao Cai

Waizhuan
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