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An Analysis of the “Pictorial” Exegesis
in Cheng Fu-xin’s Annotations and

Diagrammatic Explanation of the Four Books

Yu, Teng-ta

Associate Professor, Institute of Sinophone Studies, National Tsing Hua University

Abstract

Cheng Fu-xin (1258-1341), a Confucian scholar of the Yuan dynasty, authored
Annotations and Diagrammatic Explanation of the Four Books, a unique work
that employs pictorial representations to illustrate the key points of each chapter
in The Four Books. This paper examines this distinctive feature by focusing on
his commentary on The Analects. First, the purpose of this book is to aid in the
interpretation of Zhu Xi’s (1130-1200) Collected Annotations on the Chapters and
Sentences of the Four Books. Therefore, Cheng Fu-xin primarily adopts concepts
or key terms from Zhu Xi’s work to construct the basic framework of his pictorial
representations. Furthermore, in terms of methodology, Cheng Fu-xin often groups
chapters that share the same theme or contain repeated phrases within a single
diagram. As a result, the use of correlative pairs in conceptual structuring is a defining
feature of his work. More specifically, his diagrams incorporate three major types of
conceptual relationships: juxtaposition of correlated ideas, dialectical contrasts, and
multiple parallel elements. Among these, his application of the knowledge and action
framework is particularly remarkable. This exegetical approach has both strengths
and limitations. While it effectively summarizes key ideas, it rarely presents original

insights. Nevertheless, this unique method highlights the richness and diversity of the
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Chinese classical tradition.

Keywords: Cheng Fu-xin, Diagrammatic Chapters of the Four Books, The Analects,
Pictorial Exegesis, Contrastive Concepts, The Concept of Knowledge

and Action
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