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Unethical Ethics:
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The ABC of Literature
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Abstract

The “ABC of Literature” serves as a significant literary project that fosters in-
depth exchanges between Taiwanese literature and Western thought, making it an
ideal starting point for exploring the relationship between foreign theories and local
literary practices. In the series of 26 stories comprising the “ABC of Literature”,
Hu Shu-Wen dedicates substantial effort to depicting the collisions between various
characters’ bodies and the resulting affections and ethical dilemmas, thereby engaging
with numerous concepts from Gilles Deleuze. This paper argues that while Hu Shu-
Wen employs these stories to enact Deleuzian ethics, she simultaneously offers her
unique interpretation of ethical thought. On one hand, the narratives feature timid
characters who succumb to passive affections due to their fear of resistance, ultimately
meeting tragic and painful fates. On the other hand, resilient characters who actively
harness their forces transition from passivity to active affections, attaining a state of
comfort and empowerment. Notably, in Hu’s works, the “moral law” loses its central

significance; instead, choices and conditions that enhance one’s capacity for action
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are more closely tied to the attainment of happiness. In summary, by intensifying
and highlighting specific aspects of Deleuzian ethics, Hu Shu-Wen’s stories offer a
nuanced ethical interpretation, allowing readers to extract a distinct perspective on

ethics from her literary text.

Keywords: Hu Shu-Wen, The ABC of Literature, Gilles Deleuze, Affect, Ethics
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