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A study on the characters “New Words in the

Wu Zetian Period” included in Ji Yun

Chen, Lee

Associate Professor, Department of Chinese ,

National Kaohsiung Normal University

Abstract

In Ji Yun, there are 18 characters marked as “created by Empress Wu of the Tang
Dynasty” or “altered by Empress Wu of the Tang Dynasty.” While comparing these
characters with other dictionaries, epitaphs of the Tang Dynasty, it is found that their
origins can be divided into four categories: 1. The new characters inherited from
the past, such as 3 () ~ 8 ([g) ~ E (F]); 2. Change, increase or decrease
the strokes on the basis of existing characters to create new characters, such as
X () ~#& (o) ~E (&) ~ A (HA) ;3. New characters, such as 7 (&) -
E(E) ~A(E) B (R) 2 (F) ~& (R ~B(2) %

(EE) -~ (¥) ~ #% ($) ; 4. Characters that are misread as new characters,
such as £ ([ ) . The twelve characters with a similar glyph to the epitaph are 3

() ~B (@) ~8 (F) ~E (FKH) ~&x U ~& (o) ~B (F)
AN(E) ~ &2 (Z) ~ & (&) ~ % () ~ 4# ($) . In addition, due to
the complicated strokes or radicals of the newly created characters, many characters

recorded in the books or related documents are erroneous.

Keyword: Ji Yun, Tang dynasty, New Words in the Wu Zetian Period, Characters
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