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Abstract

Since the 1980s, propelled by the indigenous movement, there has been a push
to establish the “subjectivity” of indigenous literature in Taiwan. Despite Taiwan
being an island nation, the majority of indigenous peoples are not maritime-based,
except for the Tao tribe whose lifestyle revolves around the ocean. Through Syaman
Rapongan’s “The Man Without a Mailbox,” the narrative not only attempts to reclaim
the narrative authority of the indigenous subject and reinterpret the historical signifi-
cance of ethnic scars but also, through the perspectives of other marginalized ethnic
groups, exposes the colonialism’s collective deprivation and negation of identity. This
transcends island boundaries to connect with and advocate for the historical com-
munity of vulnerable ethnic groups in the Third World. It emphasizes that the “ocean”
is not only the center of the world but also the “starting point” for journeys towards
distant horizons. In essence, this thesis will focus on Syaman Rapongan and “The
Man Without a Mailbox,” exploring how the Tao tribe faces suppressed historical and

ethnic memories, engages in self-reflection and struggle against the harm inflicted on
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the “other.” It elucidates the “ocean” as a critical nexus in the dialogue between Sya-
man Rapongan and the island, thereby becoming a “new coordinate” for Taiwanese

literature embracing the global stage.

Keywords: Syaman Rapongan, The Man Without a Mailbox, Historical Reconstruc-
tion, Textual Critique, Island Dialogue
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