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Abstract

In Qing dynasty, Dai Zhen thought human is a “form-Qi subject”, and empha-
sized “benevolent person loves people”. He believed ethics exists in the interactions
among people. Moreover rationality can be ‘polished” by deliberating over emotion,
and through this people respect to each other. This is the concept of “creative creativ-
ity” of ethics. Therefore, realization of “creative creativity” is achieving the “human
co-becoming”.

Similarly, “li” explained by Fingarette, “ren” disclosed by Graham, and “role
ethics” proposed by Ames and Rosemont have the resemblance with “ren” and “li”
“deduced from antithesis theory. How did Dai Zhen dissertate “ren” and “li” from
“denying self and returning to propriety” based on antithesis theory, and what’s the
motivation of realizing ethics of a “form-Qi subject”? How can people perceive each
other based on “blood Qi and understanding”? How can “creative creativity” drive
desire to emotion, and elevate rationality to decorum? Based on western philosophy,
this paper explores the concept of “human co-becoming” and “antithesis theory” from

Dai Zhen'’s perspectives, and looks for new dissertations of Dai Zhen’s doctrines.

Keywords: Dai Zhen, benevolence, co-becoming, Theory of duality, role ethics
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