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Research on World Changes and Writers
Weeping in Temples—Take Shen Zizheng’s
Ba Ting Autumn, Ji Yongren’s Mud Temple

and Zhang Tao’s Ba Ting Temple as Examples

Lu, Po-Hsun

Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,

National Chung Cheng University

Abstract

According to the author’s observation, when the political power was in turmoil
and the world was changing, many composers often wrote “crying temple” plots in
their zaju works, such as Shen Zizheng’s Yuyang Three Lanes. Ba Ting Autumn Zaju,
Ji Yongren’s Mud Temple in Continuing Li Sao, Zhang Tao’s Continuing Four Sounds
of Ape and Ba Ting Temple all have the same plots inserted, forming a special creative
phenomenon.

The behavior of “literati crying in the temple” is not only an expression of
their own depression and frustration, but also has a special symbolic meaning in a
certain aspect, or it is a psychological projection of dissatisfaction with the political
system and the collapse of civilization. It also shows that the literati have feelings
for life. Difficulty, a real phenomenon of mental uneasiness. This article intends to
further explore the actual meaning behind the plot of “Crying Temple” based on the

phenomenon that the plot of the “Weeping Temples” reappears in the above three
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dramas, combining the life history of the composers, as well as external political and

cultural factors.

Keywords:  Weeping in Temples, Ba Ting Autumn, Mud Temple, Shen Zizheng,
Ji Yongren, Zhang Tao
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