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Interpretative Turn of the Application of
Tao-Shu in Laozi: Using Hanfeizi to
Interpret Laozi’s Strategy, and See Wang
Zhen’s Daodejing Lunbing Yaoyi Shu

leong, Weng-si

Adjunct Assistant Professor, Common Core Education Committee Chinese

Education Division, National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

Wang Zhen’s Daodejing Lunbing Yaoyi Shu is a masterpiece of the Tang Dynasty
which annotates Laozi with a military works approach. Its philosophy of war lies in
stopping war by not contending. The annotation of Laozi in Daodejing Lunbing Yaoyi
Shu, bearing resemblance of Hanfeizi, is characterised with practical Tao-Shu.

This paper will analyse the interpretative turn of Wang’s annotation of Laozi
from three perspectives — theory basis, implementation approach and application,
and discuss how Wang’s interpretation shifted from Wu Wei Er Zhi — the ideal way
of governing a country proposed by Laozi — to the theory of avoiding war by not
contending. Further to that, Wang’s theory will be compared to Hanfeizi's interpreta-
tion of Laozi, which focuses on how Fa-Shu-Shi is practised by kings in order to rein
their subjects, to demonstrate how the two share similarities on the application of Tao-
Shu but at the same time differentiate from each other.

Through comparative analysis, it shows that Wang treated not contending as
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Chang Dao, and embodied it via Sage-Kings. Its implementation, which combats
militant approaches, is more concrete, in terms of achieving peace and prosperity via
kings’ cultivation on not contending. This ideal way of governing a country is more
specific than the one proposed in Laozi. And it applies Tao-Shu to general cultivation
in a more practical way compared to Hanfeizi, distancing itself from the concept
of dictatorship. Wang Zhen responded to the political situation at his time with his
annotation of Laozi, admonishing those in power not to resort to violence. His works

successfully revitalises Laozi and transforms it into the Laozi of the Tang Dynasty.

Keywords:  Laizi, Hanfeizi, Wang Zhen, Dao, Shu

<73 -



