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The Auspicious Animals from the Classic of
Mountains and Seas into the Palace

——From Jicheng-Qin Chong Dian to Shou Pu

Lu, Yi-Lu

Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Soochow University

Abstract

Gujin Tushu Jicheng is a vast Leishu during the reigns of the Qing dynasty
emperor Kangxi, which headed and compiled mainly by scholar Chen Meng lei. It
consists of approximately 10 thousand volumes, divided into six major series, namely
calendar, geography, society, nature, philosophy, and economy. Shen Yi Chapter, Bian
Yi Chapter, and Qin Chong Chapter from Jicheng all cited figures and texts from
the Classic of Mountains and Seas. In addition to a variety of common birds and
beasts, the Qin Chong Dian cited the spiritual birds and auspicious animals of various
appearances from the Classic of Mountains and Seas. From birds and beasts to insects
and fishes, nothing was missed. The examples include Kui, Kaiming Beast, Nine-
tailed Fox, Bi Fang Bird, Jingwei, Yinglong. The number exceeds those in Shen Yi
Dian and Bian Yi Dian.

The cited figures and texts of Classic of Mountains and Seas in Qin Chong
Chapter appear to influence Shou Pu. A total of 180 figures in Shou Pu include auspi-
cious animals, strange beasts, and spiritual animals, making it a animal illustration

filled with outstanding drawings and texts. Among them, spiritual animals were
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painted based on the contents of Gujin Tushu Jicheng. Or put more precisely, Shou Pu
was created by reworking on the basis of Qin Chong Chapter-Strange Beast Section.
This study puts emphasis in the figures of the Classic of Mountains and
Seas cited by Qin Chong Chapter and Shou Pu, and refers to several versions of
Shanhaijing Tu (Illustrations of the Classic of Mountains and Seas) circulated in late
Ming and Qing dynasties. In addition to address issues such as sources and editions
of numerous illustrations of spiritual animals,this study primarily aims to examine
the core meaning of the figures of spiritual animals from the Classic of Mountains
and Seas to Jicheng and Shou Pu, and compares the interests in knowledge of natural
science between Ming and Qing dynasties as Qing dynasty was originally a ethnic
group who loved horse riding and hunting and might have special preference for birds

and beasts.

Keywords:  Classic of Mountains and Seas, Gujin Tushu Jicheng, Qin Chong
Chapter, Shou Pu, Auspicious Animal
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