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The Thought of Buddha-Nature in Huida’s
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Abstract

Huida’s commentary on Zhao Lun is the earliest extant commentary on the
Zhao Lun. However, research on its philosophical concepts remains relatively sparse,
making it a subject worthy of investigation. This paper aims to explore the thought of
Buddha-Nature presented in Huida's commentary, attempting to elucidate the follow-
ing points:

Huida adopts a two-cause, two-result framework for the Buddha-nature concept,
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encompassing the “true cause,” “causal cause,” “true result,” and “causal result.” In
this framework, the §tinyata of sentient beings is regarded as the “true cause,” while
the manifested $tinyata constitutes the “true result.” The continuous cultivation of the
mind and sentient beings serves as the “causal cause,” leading to the attainment of
results through this ongoing practice, which are termed “causal results.”

Huida's intention is to reconcile the relationships of four Buddha-natures. He em-
ploys $iinyata as the core to facilitate this synthesis: the “true cause” and “true result”
are indeed $tinyata. The hearts and sentient beings as the “causal cause,” as well as

the attained “causal results” through their practice, are indispensable elements in the

manifestation process of $tinyata. It can be stated that Huida interprets Buddha-nature
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through the philosophy of prajiia, and this perspective holds a significant position in

the evolutionary history of the concept of Buddha-nature.

Keywords: Nirvana Scholars, Stnyata, Middle Way
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