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Tang Ying-shen Incident Chinese Interaction

with Social Movements

Yang, Min-Yi

Ph.D. Student, Department of Chinese, National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

Tang Ying-shen incident is one of the most famous social events on the eve of
Taiwan's lifting of martial law, and its incident itself was originally a juvenile homi-
cide incident, but the general definition of this incident focuses on the unjust structure
and cultural conflict of Taiwan's indigenous people and the Han people, which is
related to Tang Ying-shen's own identity of the Tsou people, and even more related
to the century-old original sin of killing Wu Feng. As a result, the public generally
viewed this incident from this point of view, which was related to the report of Ren-
Jjian magazine at the time, and then the indigenous movement derived from the Tang
Ying-shen incident also took the opposition to the Wu Feng myth as the starting point,
until the Wu Feng myth was completely destroyed, including: the Wu Feng bronze
statue in front of the Chiayi Railway Station was thrown or destroyed, Wu Feng
Township was renamed Alishan Township, and the story of Wu Feng was completely
deleted from the textbooks of Taiwan's national primary schools. From the destruction
of monuments to the uprooting of ideological aspects, the Tang Ying-shen incident
provides an important and specific symbol and goal of the indigenous movement,
helping indigenous peoples to provide an early best force point in fighting for their

own rights and interests in the future, which is absolutely closely related to the impact
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of literary works. This article makes an in-depth discussion through the interaction
between literary works and social movements in the Tang Ying-shen incident, hoping
to clarify the power and role of literary works in the movement, especially through a
negative social event, but creating positive effects of social movement achievements
and long-lasting events related to literary works, even after many years of the
incident, there are still endless film and television works characters alluding to their
people. This proves that the results of the interaction between the literary works and
social movements in this event have created a timeless representative - Tang Ying-
shen is not only a historical and ethnic real figure, but has even been built into an
immortal literary image or a fixed symbol of the indigenous social movement, which

people will never forget.

Keywords: Tang Ying-shen Incident, Tsou People, Wu Feng Myth, Aboriginalism,

Social Movement
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