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Abstract

In the 1980s, the Pan-Aboriginalism movement and cultural revival emerged
in Taiwan, not only related to the local democracy movements, but also revealed a
worldwide phenomenon, which James Clifford describes as the process of so-called
“présence indigene”. There is a deep connection between this phenomenon with the
trend of decolonization and globalization. Meanwhile, the first aboriginal social group
“Alliance of Taiwan Aborigines” established in 1984, was regarded as a symbolic
moment. For Taiwanese people, the Pan-Aboriginalism provides a new vision to
reconsider the ethnic relationship on the island. The term “Austronesia” was named
by Austrian scholar Wilhelm Schmidt in 1899, and was translated into Chinese
characters “ [ &= by Japan, which provides an alternative understanding of Taiwan
as an imagined community crosses the pacific islands. Taiwan is located at one of the
origins of the Austronesian peoples. Nowadays, when Taiwan faces a difficult geopo-
litical situation, it rearticulates the oceanic culture by reimagining its connection with

Austronesia. In this paper, | will begin with a discussion of Austronesia and its related
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issues, such as geopolitics, colonial contacts, and the confrontation of continental
and oceanic thinking. This paper focuses on the Tao indigenous novelist Syaman
Rapongan’s oceanic experiences, and rethinks the topics that emerged in his writings,
from Dream Ocean (2014) to Mata nu Wawa (2018), after his sailing in the South
Pacific Ocean in 2005. Syaman Rapongan’s writings provide us with alternative ways
of oceanic thinking. Moreover, he resituated Lanyu in a sea of islands, which also
presents a unique thinking with James Clifford’s thoughts on cultural rearticulating

and reveals the meanings of the historical narratives.

Keywords: Présence Indigene, Austronesian Peoples, Rearticulation, Archipelagic

Thinking, Syaman Rapongan
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