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Democracy or God’s Command:
Reinterpretation of Those Two Articles in
Zuozhuan That Zichan Didn’t Close Schools
and Didn’t Care about People’s Speech

Hsu, Hui-Chi

Assistant Professor, Center for General Education,

National Ilan University

Abstract

The modern classic interpretation has both the characteristics of identifying with
tradition and seeking truth from the West. Therefore, the historical event that Zichan
did not close the school for Xiang Gong 31 years in Zuozhuan has been regarded as
the respect for freedom of speech under the Western democratic system. However, in
the 4 of Zhao Gong, the matter of Zichan’s disregard for speech was rarely mentioned.
The paper first comes up with a consistent explanation for these two seemingly
contradictory events, based on historical facts. The Chun Qiu Period was a century in
which religion evolved into humanities. The meaning of God has become the moral
law of the human world. Caring for the people and governing the country according
to “Li” was an act of respecting God. Although political order originated from the
unified and absolute value of God, God has transformed from a religious meaning
to a rational humanistic spirit. After that, this paper changes the difference between

traditional people-based and Western democracy based on the presence or absence of
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a system of checks and balances in the past, and differentiates the two from the unity
and pluralism of values or relative and absolute values. Finally, this paper proposes
that western jurisprudence has changed from absolute religious value to relativistic
marketplace of ideas, as well as the lesson that the majority public opinion in Nazi
Germany was not equal to substantive justice. This paper hopes to expand the field of
vision and explore the value of traditional classics in addition to the democratic modle

that only appeared in modern times.

Keywords: Zuozhuan, Zichan, Human Cultural Religion, Li, Freedom of Speech
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