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Abstract

Ping Lu (1953-) explores the truth of his personal background in ‘“Naked Heart”
(2017). She not only seeks to find her birth mom, but also curiously explores the limit of
naked expression of words; Chen Chung Je (1967-2018) on the other hand, explores the
family traumas and growth experiences in “Taipei Dad, New York Mom” (2011). Both
writings bravely expose the traumas they experience to the bystanders, however, if taking
a closer look, these “naked” personal growth experience and family traumas, actually are
carefully “covered” by narrative strategies.

Therefore, this article attempts to analyze how novelist Ping Lu and Director Chen
Chung Je use repetitive techniques to convey family stories, apparently exposing their
backgrounds and traumas through essays, but creating more dynamic, disorder time series
as the writers attempt to clarify causality of past events. With the addition of second and
third person, and dialogs with alternative characters, the essays gave birth to more “he”
and “she” narratives. Additionally, the writers employ photographical and theatrical

terminologies to establish a stage-like atmosphere for the events, as if to build up curtains
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for a stage-play, thus exposing the writers’ “self” within safe narrative boundaries.

Ping Lu uses disordered time expressions to coordinate with her father’s disordered
time; while Chen Chung Je attempts to re-establish meanings to photos with intrinsic
death symbols. The “settlements” thus are not quick emotional or expressive conclusions,

but rather the achievements of layered narrative strategies.

Keywords: Ping Lu, Chen Chung Je, Time, Family Photos, Person
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