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Chinese Resistance Literature
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Abstract

The Hong Kong publisher Joint Publishing published the book “Duanmu
Hongliang” in 1988. The edition found today in National Taiwan University’s library still
carries stickers reading “special materials/restricted reading,” showing that the
prohibition on “modern Chinese literature” had not been lifted following the lifting of
martial law. However, in the early 1980s, writers from northeast China such as Duanmu
Hongliang appeared one after another in Taiwan’s two major newspapers and in a special
edition of Modern Literature on “Chinese resistance literature.” This article points out
that Taiwan’s discussion of writers from northeast China during the period of martial law
was a resistance against research on “Chinese resistance literature.”

Research on resistance literature in the People’s Republic of China experienced a
transition since the country’s reform and opening up. Despite going from “liberated
areas” to “occupied areas,” literature from “KMT-dominated areas” also appeared. As a

result, following “art and literature from the 1930s,” “literature from the war of
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resistance” once again became a topic where the Chinese Communist Party and the
Chinese Nationalist Party vied over the right to interpret it. “Modern Chinese literature”
came to be selectively accepted into Taiwan and, through “the experience of the war of
resistance against Japan,” the attempt was made to incorporate “pre-retrocession Taiwan
literature” into it. Through this, this article points out that within the field of Taiwan
literature in the 1980s there existed a resistance against the research on Chinese resistance
literature in the People’s Republic of China that at the same time was also a resistance

against the research on Chinese resistance literature of the Republic of China.

Keywords: Resistance Literature, Modern Chinese Literature, Writers from Northeast
China, Pre-retrocession Taiwan Literature, Jeweled Sword Collection
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