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From South China to the South Sea:
Guochang Li’s Friendship of Diasporic Poets

and His Poetry-use Practices’

Li, Chih-Hau

Associate professor and director of the Institute of Taiwanese Literature

and Creative Applications, National Chung Cheng University

Abstract

Guochang Li, the honorary president of the Xin Sheng Poetry Society of Singapore,
studied in Université de Lyon, France. After earning a Ph.D. degree in science, he
returned to China and taught at the Sun Yat-sen University (Guangdong), Jinan
University (Shanghai), and Central University (Nanjing). He moved to Hong Kong and
taught at the Wah Kiu College in 1949 because of the Chinese Civil War, and was later
appointed as the professor of the College of Science, Nanyang University (Singapore) in
1955. He spent the last years of his life with relatives in Japan. He was acquainted with
poets from countries around the world including Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, Taiwan,
Hong Kong, and Japan. Li’s works are an ample reflection of his experience as a diasporic
person and of the poet friendship. His antiphonal exchange of Chinese poems with other

poets who shared the experience of being displaced by war embodied their collective

* This thesis is part of the results of the Ministry of Science and Technology project “The “Freedom”
Chinese Classical Poetry in the Cold War Era: The Anti-Communist Community and Works of the As-
ian Poetry Forum” (Ministry of Science and Technology No. 108-2410-H-194-077-MY2) .
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frame of mind, as well as the poetry-use tendency of post-war Chinese poems. Through
these works, poets dispersed to the four winds established connections with each other, a

sociocultural behaviour reminiscent of that of the literati in ancient China

Keywords: Diaspora, Xin Sheng Poetry Society, Nanyang University, Singaporean

Literature, Chinese Poem
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