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Comparison of Ideologies between
Ting-Hsiang Wang and Ting-Han Wu
—— Based on Theory of Natural Law and Theory

of Human Nature

Chen, Cheng-Yang

Professor, Graduate Institute of Chinese Classics,

National Kaohsiung Normal University

Abstract

In pedigree of theory of Qi, Ting-Hsiang Wang and Ting-Han Wu were the same
kind of thinkers, as they both relied on Qi as the substance, and were both against the
construction of another Li Ti or Tao Ti over Qi. Neo-Confucianism was the subject of
their debate in Confucianism. However, according to “Ji Zhai Man Lu. Volume I, Ting-
Han Wu focused on the criticism on the Mind Philosophy of Lu-Wang School. Based on
the Theory of Natural Law and the Theory of Human Nature, this paper probes into the
“minor difference” from their “major similarity”. In terms of view of natural law, they
both adopted the philosophical perspective “emptiness is Qi” of Zai Zhang, and
elaborated on the formation and change of all kinds of phenomenon by Qi Hua Liu Xing.
They broke through existence from the emptiness of Lao-tzu and the Buddhist statement
that the world is an illusion by Qi as realistic and permanent “existence”. However, in
terms of “fixed mass of heaven” and “sequence of formation of Five Elements”, they did

not construct the same world image. In terms of the Theory of Human Nature, they both
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elaborated on the nature by physical desire, and expressed against men’s another nature
before physical desire. Ting-Hsiang Wang argued that human nature was based on
temperament, while Ting-Han Wu further opposed the term “nature of temperament” and
argued that nature is Qi and Qi is nature. Nevertheless, Ting-Hsiang Wang carried on
“mind unifies nature and temperament” suggested by Zai Zhang. Ting-Han Wu adopted
“nature” as the base of physical desire, and disagreed that “mind” can control “nature”.
In addition, although they both agreed with the nature based on physical desire of
Mingdao, Ting-Hsiang Wang highly approved the “discussion of nature without
temperament is incomplete” of Mingdao, whereas Ting-Han Wu harshly criticized the
statement. This shows their difference when citing and interpreting the statements of the

predecessors.

Keywords:  Qi, Theory of Tien-Tao, Mind-Nature Theory, Zhang Zai, Zhu Xi
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