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Abstract

Among the numerous researchers on the “Poetic Remarks in the Human World”
(Renjian Cihua), Ye Jiaying (Florence Chia-ying Yeh) and Ke Qingming both took the
aesthetic route to systematically analyze the meaning of Wang Guowei’s theory of a
“mental vista” (jingjie). Their analyses are ground-breaking and very influential among
researchers. Ye utilized the “intuition” concept to explain the first eight remarks of the
“Poetic Remarks in the Human World”, and the “inspiring and moving” (xingfa gandong)
concept to compare and contrast theories of “inspired interests” (xingqu), “spiritual
resonance” (shenyun) and of “mental vista” to support the ninth remark. Instead, Ke
consistently explored the meaning of the first nine remarks with the “intuition” concept.
From the aesthetic analyses, the two scholars proceeded to further illustrate the
significance of the theory of a “mental vista” on the ethical dimension. However, Ye
employed the “sincerity” concept similar to the Confucian thinking of integrating
aesthetic judgment and moral judgment, to demonstrate Wang Guowei’s view on the
essence of literature. Ke derived the “truth” concept from the “intuition” concept, to
demonstrate how Wang Guowei integrated western aesthetic theories. In fact, Ye and Ke’
s discussions about the theory of a “mental vista” not only complemented Wang’s literary

thought, but acquired significance within their own respective theoretical frameworks.
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This paper constructs Ye and Ke’s interpretative modes on the aesthetic dimension
regarding “intuition” and “inspiring and moving,” and on the ethical dimension regarding

“sincerity” and “truth,” to explore the theoretical significance of these modes.

Keywords: Ye Jiaying, Ke Qingming, “Poetic Remarks in the Human World”,
Aesthetics, Moral Philosophy
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