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Guidelines for the Imperial Examination
——the Content Characteristics and Significance for

“Shu Wei Bie Ji” by Wang Chiao

Lien, Wen-Ping

Department of Chinese Literature, Soochow University

Abstract

Wang Chiao was born in a learning family. He studied hard and succeeded in the
imperial examination as a Jinshi at his young age. “Shang Shu Diary” was his all-out
efforts work of studying “Shang Shu”, however, its contents were numerous and junbled
for the candidates to prepare the imperial examination. So he wrote another book, “Shu
Wei Bie Ji”, which collected the exam questions from “Shang Shu” and guided the
candidates to identify the topics, explain the contents and interpret the words and
sentences. But he didn’t establish a rigorous examination studying system, only explained
casually. For the purpose of the examination, this book followed the instructions of “Shu
Ji Chuan” by Tsai Chen and deleted the rarely proposition passages, and tried to carry
forward the classics of the ancient sages and guided the ethos of the imperial examination.

But it’s difficult to get rid of the stereotype of serving for examination.

Keywords: Wang Chiao, “Shu Wei Bie Ji” (Distinct Diary for the Imperial
Examination), “Shang Shu” (Book of Documents), the Imperial

Examination
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