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Inheritance and Transformation of

Dai Zhen’s Emotion-Ration Ethics

Lo, Ya-Chun

Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Tamkang University

Abstract

Dai Zhen was highly praised a master of the evidential scholarship in Qing dynasty.
However, the evaluation of his theories was mixed with honor and criticism. Back in the
course of Dai Zhen’s thoughts, in the early years, he served Cheng-Zhu school. But in the
middle age, he criticized Cheng-Zhu school. Later generations held different arguments
on Dai Zhen’s philosophy and changes of his school attitude. In particular, only Liang
Qichao praised Dai Zhen for proposal of emotion to include desire as a new direction of
interpretations of Chinese culture.

Why did Liang Qichao hold positive opinion on Dai Zhen’s replacement of “ration”
with “emotion”? How did Dai Zhen build his theory with integrating human desire and
emotion? How did Da Zhen correct the rationalism-based theory in Neo-Confucianism
since Song and Ming dynasties? These questions are the origins of this article. Therefore,
this article first investigates why Liang Qichao praised Dai Zhen’s “emotionalism” as a
critical step of Confucianism of the two thousand years. Secondly, traces the historical
origins of Da Zhen’s emotion-ration theory. And lastly, the author explores the
inheritance and transformation of Dai Zhen’s theory and hopefully looks for a new

interpretation of the emotion-ration ethics.

Keywords: Dai Zhen, Emotion, Desire, Lyrical, the Emotion-Ration Ethics
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