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“Emptiness and Brightness of Night Air”,
“Happiness is the Absence of the
Striving for Happiness”, and
“Wordlessness of Ultimate Poetry”:

A Study on Issues of
Wang Longxi’s Poetic Aesthetic Thoughts

Chang, Mei-Chuan

Associate Professor, Graduate School of Applied Chinese Studies,

National Yunlin University of Science and Technology

Abstract

The essay focuses on expounding issues on poetic aesthetic of Wang Longxi, an
ideologist in the Ming Dynasty, to obtain the implication for thoughts of poetic aesthetics,

i.e. achieving Yanzi’s practice of “zhizhi dun ru” (gain insights into the acquired

99 ¢¢

knowledge ) , self-cultivation of “ye qi xuming” “emptiness and brightness of night air”,

and the physical and psychological state of “zhi le wu le” “happiness is the absence of the

9% <c

striving for happiness” will arouse “zhishiwuyan” “wordlessness of ultimate poetry”

99 ¢

automatically. Same as “zhi le wu le,” “zhishiwuyan” ‘doesn’t mean wordlessness but

means that the distinguished language transcends human awareness to enter words of

“dance for joy unknowingly” of the fundamental realm of “liangzhixingming” “intuitive

knowledge and natural destiny”, namely that words of “forgetting words” and “tacit
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knowledge” are not wordless, as what arouses is words of Dao “doctrine or the way or
path in Taoism” of “expecting nothing but practicing Dao,” while its infinite, abundant
and abstruse implication goes beyond what interpreted in the human world as
“insignificant skills” of “depending upon , conjecturing and estimating.” Only “zhizhi”

(acquiring knowledge ) , attainment of “ye qi xuming,” and Yanzi’s first class moral
quality of a state of happiness being the absence of the striving for happiness will an
aesthetic work of wordlessness of ultimate poetry be created. Finally, this essay acquires
the characteristics of Longxi concepts of poetics in accordance with the perspective of
aesthetic thoughts, and the reveal of the characteristics of such concepts of poetics will
lead the academic circle to gain a profound insight into thoughts of spiritual literature in
the mid and late Ming Dynasty, thus signifying the reveal of Wang’s thoughts of poetic

aesthetics and poetic characteristics.

Keywords: Wang Longxi, wordlessness of ultimate poetry, happiness is the absence

of the striving for happiness, Yanzi, night air
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