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The Poetic Suffering

— Su Shi’s Writings and Acceptance in Danzhou

Cheng, Po-Yen

Associate Professor, Department of Language and Creative Writing,

National Taipei University of Education

Abstract

The writings of Su Shi (Su Dongpo) accomplished during his residence in
Danzhou composed a picture of “victimization” which clearly showed readers the reason
and process of his “suffering.” When facing his suffering, Su Shi not only described it
vividly but also revealed his personality as a “broad-minded” person who used the “poetic
expression” to soften his “suffering,” enriching its meaning and hiding it behind his
“poetic” words. In the “suffering,” Su Shi presented the “distinction” of the “central
plains,” which was connected to politics, power, and interests through imperial
examination, unfolding people at that time a model that was accumulated by cultural
capital could change the classes. Thus, people not only agreed with the model but also
cagerly pursued it; therefore, this effect gave Su Shi a chance to make an uncivilized
cultural reproduction. Moreover, Su Shi internalized cultural thoughts including
Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism and his life experience, integrating them into his
own unique thinking and cultural taste, which turned to be the “distinction” of “Su Shi.”
This “distinction” consisted of the nature of literati class, so it became the object of
imitation by literati. Being internalized as a part of Chinese classical culture, this
“distinction” was a symbolic and representative sign. In modern society, it has already
been deepened into people’s mind as the indispensable cultural heritage in Chinese

cultural and social fields.
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