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Weaving Contemporary and Historical
Handicraft:
Exploring The meaning of play in Xi Xi’s
“My Georgia”, “The Book of Bear Making”, and
“The Book of Apes Making”

Li, Hsin-Lun

Associate Professor, Department of Taiwanese Literature, Providence University

Abstract

“My Georgia”, “The Book of Bear Making”, “The Book of Apes Making”, were
published by Xi Xi while she made doll houses, bears and apes. In “My Georgia”, Xi Xi
made doll houses, at the same time, she created George family which is between reality
and fabrication, and also mixed contemporary and historical materials. Xi Xi responded
profound questions like “Should doll houses reflect real life and its corresponding
history?” and tried to point out that the reality is unclear by creating dialogues between
different roles. Furthermore, Xi Xi claimed she has been writing by stitching bear since
she went through operations for treatment and could not write by hand. These colorful
and diverse animal dolls, can be seen as deep reflections on both traditional and modern
Chinese literature writings. More importantly, a writer/reader such as Xi Xi, these
manifestations and creative collages, and references honoring past literatures, embody
creative reviews of east/west, modern/traditional masterpieces, conveying directly the

“serious playing” creative spirit emphasized by Xi Xi.

Keywords:  Xi Xi, doll house, My Georgia, readers, serious playing
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