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New York as One of Homelands

—— Ethnic Landscape, Temporal and Spatial
Juxtaposition in Li Yu’s Work
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Abstract

This article explores the literary representation of ethnic landscape, temporal and
spatial juxtaposition in Li Yu’s work. Li Yu is a writer who immigrated to the United
States in the 1960s and lived in New York until her death in 2014. She is famous for her
Wenzhou Street series, and her work addresses Taiwan and the transformation of Taipei
by adopting the strategies of juxtaposition of fictionality and reality, dream and spatial
writing to represent nostalgia, migration experience and identity. However, in comparison
to other immigrant writers, she rarely touches upon cultural shock, ethnic issue or
rootlessness in the host state. In terms of geographic locale, New York has the second
large population of Taiwanese immigrants, and has been a major location represented in
literature. Living in the city for more than forty years, New York must be meaningful for
Li Yu in life. Accordingly, this article analyzes Li Yu’s writing on New York to tease out
the relation and interaction between immigrant and the host state. It argues that through
the immigrant’s perspective, Li Yu’s representation of New York is twofold:
juxtaposition of homeland and host state, and cosmopolitan outlook on humanity. It aims

at offering an alternative angle of studying Li Yu’s work by pointing out the significance
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of her writing on New York as another homeland.

Keywords: New York, Immigrant, Ethnicity, Subjectivity, Temporal and Spatial
Juxtaposition
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