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Sister-Sister Complex in Folktales

—— Discussion on the Image of “Red Turtle Cake”
in The Snake Husband Story

Lu, Yi-Lu

Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Soochow University

Abstract

This paper was aimed to discuss the sister-sister complex in the snake husband story
of Taiwan. In Taiwanese version, the younger sister married Snake husband voluntarily,
while Snake husband’s wealth would make the older sister jealous for sure. In the story,
the older sister feared for spinsterhood and not being able to marry into a good family,
which meant her eagerness for a wealthy husband and her misfortune of being a woman
in a traditional society. The father character was often a picker of pig manure, which
reflected the lifestyle in early Taiwanese society. When the younger sister died, she would
turn into “Red turtle cake”, a traditional dessert of cultural meaning for the special
Taiwanese occasions such as New Year or holidays. When the younger sister turned into
“Red turtle cake” in the kitchen or on the top of the kitchen range, it seemed that she had
regained the domineering role of the house. This paper attempted to examine the Snake
husband story characteristic of Taiwan from different perspectives. In addition, the author
compared the Taiwan’s Snake husband story with other similar stories in Japan, South
Korea or Europe to reveal that the sibling or sister-sister complex has been the core theme
of Taiwanese stories. Sibling rivalry also reflected the family ideas in our national
character, in which sisters would still have intimate relationships with their maiden home

after their marriage.

Keywords: Red Turtle Cake, Sister-Sister Complex, Snake Husband, Tale Type,

Taiwan
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