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State of Exception and Body Disorders:
Body Disorders of Jailed Women
during the White Terror Era

Li, Shu-Chun

Assistant Professor, Graduate Institute of Gender Studies,
Kaohsiung Medical University

Abstract

This article examines the oral history, interviews and life-narrative of female
political prisoners who were victims of the White Terror. Discussing how the jailed
women during the white Terror Era faced the State of Exception. Elaboration techniques
are used on life-narratives about the effects of the prison experience on otherwise trivial
and routine female body functions. Pregnancy turns into miscarriage and stillbirth. Breast
feeding gets impossible because the flow of milk dries up. The menstrual cycle gets
disrupted. Those are some of the painful effects that got drastically expressed in the
imbalanced states of women prisoners' bodies and were caused by the despotic regime

during the White Terror.

Keywords:  White Terror, Women, Body, Body Disorders, State of Exception
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