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Bodily Performance and Heterotopian

Imagination in Paradise in Service

Shih, Hsiao-Feng

Professor, Department of Chinese, National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

Paradise in Service, released in 2014, was directed by Chen-zer Niu (1966-).
With the western-style house in Shamei Dongxiao Village, Kinmen as its main scene
and with the time set in 1969, eleven years after the Second Taiwan Strait Crisis, the
movie aims to present the love and hate in the military brothel in Kinmen. Part of the
movie was taken from Ye Xiangxi’s A4 Secret History of Paradise in Service, which
documents the special tea house of the ROC Army Second Corps in Fengshan. The
film project also spawned an original story collection by Peng Yan-yun, also titled
Paradise in Service.

This study examines two critical dimensions of the film and its related texts. The
first dimension investigates how the military paradise functions as a site of female
body exploitation and occupation, while simultaneously examining how the military
apparatus as a distinctive space of male body disciplining and training is represented
in both cinematic and literary works. The second is that in addition to the reflection
of the national body and the human body, the military brothel as a special existence
of the battlefield has a comparative significance of the spatial pattern. The paper
intends to intervene in the space of the paradise in service with Michel Foucault’s

“heterotopia” concept to investigate its interaction and reflection with the real space.

Keywords:  Paradise in Service, military brothel, body, discipline, heterotopia
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