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The Alienation of the Self:
The Psychosomatic Writing and Mysterious
Narrative in Chang Hui-Ching’s Doomsday
Morning

Hou, Tzuoh-Jen
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Center

Abstract

Among the fin-de-siecle Taiwanese female writers, Chang Hui-Ching is a
significant one who observes urban life through an intellectual lens. Her collected
short stories Doomsday Morning are characterized as “psychosomatic fiction,”
delving into the psychosomatic conditions of urban people at the end of 20th century.
These conditions are results of self-alienation produced by objectification, emotional
barriers, and communication difficulties, and manifest as inexplicable physical
symptoms across the characters’ body organs. The narrative unfolds via various sorts
of mysterious experience interwoven with these psychosomatic conditions, which
not only imparts Doomsday Morning with a distinctive aura of mystery, but also
presents a fantasy-like psychosomatic writing dealing with the existential conditions
of prophet-like characters with Taiwanese characteristics.

This article analyzes the psychological problems behind the characters’
psychosomatic symptoms and the various forms of self-alienations from which

they suffer. It focuses on the mysterious narrative of the prophet-like characters,
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and argues that prophecy, magic, sensing, divination, and dreams serve as the
means by which the selves either seclude themselves from the outside world or
re-generate their connections with the others and rebuild the orders of their own
worlds. Thus understood, they function as the fantasy energy by which the characters
can break through their conditions of self-alienation. The concluding part of this
article summarizes the novelty of Chang’s mysterious narrative of the prophet-
like characters, and argues that her fantasy-like psychosomatic writing reflects the

psychological predicaments produced by postmodern culture.

Keywords:  Chang Hui-Ching, psychosomatic symptoms, alienation, mystery,

Doomsday Morning
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