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Construction and Spreading of the Classic of
Mountains and Seas through Brushes of the
Painters in Qing Dynasties

— Centered on Cheng Huo-yin

Lu, Yi-Lu

Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Soochow University

Abstract

It’s been widely believed that the Classic of Mountains and Seas consists of
both pictures and texts. Based on the literature, however, it shows that the available
pictures of the Classic of Mountains and Seas did not appear until Ming dynasty.
During the research, the investigator had clarified the two major picture systems of the
Classic of Mountains and Seas from Ming and Qing Dynasties: one is the illustration
format with one picture going with one text, and the other the full-page pictures of the
Classic of Mountains and Seas. The latter is represented by Jiang Ying-hao’s picture
version of the Classic of Mountains and Seas. If Jiang’s picture book is placed to the
times after mid-Ming, especially late-Ming publishing market, its uniqueness will
become more prominent.

In addition to issues such as Jiang’s life and the time of the picture book’s
publication, this project will put more emphasis on how Jiang conceived and planned
his book, how it was spread, how the book affected the paintings of the Classic of
Mountains and Seas afterwards, and how the people after Jiang, based on Jiang’s

version, added or deleted, leading to something different. Therefore, this project will
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focus on Jiang’s 74 pictures of the Illustrated Classic of Mountains and Seas and Hai-
qing-lou Shan Hai Jing Tu, which was done on the basis of Jiang’s book by Cheng
Huo-ying in the reign of Xianfeng Emperor of Qing, analyzing how Jiang derived
the elements form the texts and picture books to create the images of various deities
and monsters, and further examining what elements Cheng took from Jiang and what
changes Cheng made or created.

Other than literati’s interpretation, painting the Classic of Mountains and Seas
reflects how painters understand and visualize the texts of the Classic of Mountains

and Seas, which is the part rarely addressed by other investigators.

Keywords:  Classic of Mountains and Seas, Shan Hai Jing Tu, Jiang Ying-hao,Cheng
Huo-ying, Qing dynasties, Hai-qing-lou
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